On the 9th of April 1851, I was sent for about 7 p.m. to attend Mrs W., set. 25, in labour with her first child. Upon making an examination during the pains, I found the os thin and dilated to the size of a shilling. The labour was slow and tedious?the child's face being towards the pubis. About 4 a.m., during a severe expulsive pain, when the child's head was distending the perineum, the patient suddenly exclaimed that she could not see. On examining the face, neck, and anterior part of the thorax, I found that they were completely emphysematous. Dreading the return of another pain to increase the lesion, the head, by this time, being near the outlet, I applied the forceps and delivered the child, which was a healthy female.
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